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of alas «Highs Reilly 


Samnel Lord Biſhop of Chefter, e 


I Brethren f the Gun "+ 
= (HE All-wiſe and Over-ruling Faonidimor of 


myſelf under an indiſpenſible Duty to do all 
the good I can in it. 


And I am no leſs ſenſible of my own Inability to proſe- . 


cute the great Ends of the Epiſcopal Office in the beſt man- 
ner. But, as I have been call'd to it without the leaſt So-: 
citation, or any Expectancy of my own, I truſt I ſhall 
act with all Integrity of Heart, and with ſincere Deſire to. 
Gicharge a good Conſcience i in the Sight of Gov, and to- 
1 wards 


Gop having in a very remarkable manner 
brought me to the Station I am now in, I think 
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: * choſe with ew I ſhall be TY Tb 


what 1 purpoſe: This is al I can promiſe; and this, I hope, 
G will enable me to do. . 

is very certain, that the beft Endeavours 1 

d almoſt altogether on your pious Aſſiſtance | 

on the great Work of doing geud. If we unite 


in 


| 1 to that Purpoſe, we may, by Gop's Bleſſing, look 
for a happy Succeſs to our Labours: And this being the very 


Channel through which, by our Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution, 
Religion and Virtue are to be conyeyed to the World about 
us, I deſire we may with that Truth and Seriouſneſs as be- 
comes honeſt Men, good Chriſtians, and good Paſtors, 
concur to promote Religion, and the great and noble Ends 


of our holy Function. 


IT is a Truth which occaſions many penſive Thou ghts 
to every good. Chriſtian, that Wickedneſs of all "hy a- 
thaw in moſt places. The Rich and the Poor, the Old 
and Young, the Unlearned and thoſe of better Knowledge, 
are too much corrupted. There muſt be ſome original 
Cauſe of this great Evil; ſome Fountain from whence: theſe 
bitter Waters had their Riſe, and from hence they ſtill ; 
unhappily flow. a 

AnD furely it is a proper Subject to conſider by what 
means a Stop (ſome Check at leaſt) may be put to that 


which is ſo highly diſhonourable to God, fo deſtructive of 


Religion, ſo diſgraceful to human Nature, and fo fatal to 
the Souls of Men. 


Tus is every one's Duty to conſider ; and I am perſua- 
ded e * Man will lay it to heart. 


Bur 


Tan 


Bor the Clergy are more concerned in: this Hater that 
other Men, des the Intereſt of Religion is committed 
to them in an eſpecial manner; for which Reaſon, whatever 
has a direct Tendency to promote it, ſhould be purſued; and 
whatever will as * be deftrudtive of! rt; ſhould be de- 
teſted by them. 

Iv me leave therefore, my good Brethren, to point 
out to you and myſelf ſome of thoſe things which, by the 
Concurrenee of G OD's Grace, are in our Power, to abate at 
leaſt, if not extirpate, that 1 religion and Impiety which 
to dich furround us. 
AND I muſt here premile, that I hope ſuch: things of 
You, Pt I need only be your Monitor; that you perfiſt in 
our holy Reſolutions to diſcharge your Duty; ; and that all 
have now to do, is, to excite you to perſevere in that gobd 
ork, in which I truſt you are heartily engaged already. _ 
[ MaKz no doubt of your Jog readily with me in 
lis great Truth, viz. That the firſt Step to | ute others 
z00d, is to be good ourſelves; and that our own perſonal 
irtue is the beſt Foundation to build our Hope of ſeeing, 
ome happy Influence of Religion on other Men. That is 
deed ſo neceſſary to this End, that by whateyer other 
cans it may pleaſe Gop' Religion may find its way, we 
n have no Reaſon to expect it ſhou d receive any great ; 
dvantage from ourſelves without it. | 
WE =o therefore, in' the firſt place, conſider ourfthes WE 
private Chriſtians, and admit our Holy Religion, by all 
eans, to be the governing Principle 1 in us. Our Heatts ? 
pult be efſtabliſh'd in the Faith, and our Minds ſo well in- 
med of the Truth of as that, we eſpecially, 


may 


222 


63 
may be ready to give an anſwer to ever) one that ſoall asÞ us 
4 reaſon of the hope that is in us. 
AND here let me obſerve, That hy Study of the Hol 
Scripture, and a thorough Acquaintance with It, 0 
with other uſeful Learning preparatory thereto, is ſo eſſen- 
tial a Qualification of a Clergyman, that it is impoſſible for 
him to diſcharge any Office of the Miniſtry without it. For 
ſuch an one cannot inſtruct the Ignorant, nor rightly divide 
the Word of Truth, nor defend Religion againſt Gainſayen; 
I ſay, defend Religion; 3 for when there is Occaſion for 
that (as there will ſometimes be in the Courſe of our M. 
niſtry, both Publick and Private) and we are found 
defective, it will not only turn to our juſt Reproach, but 
to that of Religion too; becauſe the Enemies of it will in- 
pute a Clergyman's Inability to defend it, not to the Weak: 
neſs of ,its Advocate, but to the Badneſs of its Cauſe; and 
thereby one Man's Ignorance may miſlead many, and 
ſtrong Prejudices will be created againſt Truth it {li 
News to this, the Love of Go b, and Good-will to all Men, 
muſt poſſeſs our Souls. Purity, Humility, Sobriety, Sl 
denial, and all other moral Duties, are of ſuch Importance, 
that we cannot juſtly claim the Character of a Chriſtia 
without them; much leſs a diſtinguiſhing Character il 
the Church of Chriſt, 4 Sublimity of Virtue may be er 

pected from every Clergyman; and he muſt fink very lou 
in the Eſteem of all wiſe and good Men, who is nd 
in ſome laudable Meaſure 5 adorn'd with it in all it 
Branches. ; 
THERE is no Virtue which we at any time ag 
to others, but we ſhould partake of it our ſelves. When 
we 


5 


we repreſent the Beauties of Religion to other Men 3 
ſhould be from our own Knowledge and Experience, 
and the Arguments we uſe to ſhew the deteſtable Nature of 


Vice, ſhou'd always flow from the inward Cony ictions we 
have of its real Deformity. 


on the Intereſt he has with G oD, we of the Clergy have 
equal Need, at leaſt, to reſort to that Method to procure 
his Bleſſing. Our private Prayers muſt be conſtant and 
ſerrent, humble and faithful, in order to have the divine 
lnage drawn upon us; that from the comfortable enjoy- 
ment of it our ſelves, we may the more effectually recom- 
end it to thoſe about us. 

Wz being thus endued with proper Knowledge, Faith 
and Virtue, muſt next make it our Buſineſs to commu- 
cate them to others. The Learning we acquire, and the 
ligious Endowments which adorn our Perſons, muſt not 
x ſecreted from the World, like the Talent hid in 4 Nap» 
un, but we muſt cranſplant and propagate them, as we 
ave Opportunity. 


wn Families. In theſe we muſt ſow the 8 of Reli- 


yholſome Inſtructions. 
nd Endeavours in this Relation, we muſt ever remember, 
Temples, wherein to offer daily Sacrifices of Prayer and 


hankſgiving to G op. Every LY: is a little Church, 
© 1 Society of the Members Chrift 8 Body; - and: 


| AND, as the Power of Religion i in every Man depends 


TRE neareſt Object of our Care in this Reſpe&, are our 
ion, and daily water them by our good Examples, and 
AND to carry on the Influence of our good Kirdiples b 


hat our Houſes eſpecially ſhou'd be conſtant Oratories 
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C 8 "i 
1 they cannot reaſonably expect a Bleſſing from Goy in 
that Capacity, without a joint 9 to him for it 
their Hearts and Voices ſhou d unite to draw his Benedidi 
ons upon them. | 
1 Religion We 41's appears in a Clergyman's Hout 
will have ſome good Effect at leaſt: It will make ſome 
Stand 0 ainſt the Impiety viſible in other Families, where 
Goyp is forgotten. It will maintain our Character, and j. 
ſtify our Profeſſion; and if it cannot convince others dt 
their irreligious Conduct in their Houſes, it will ſtop thei 
Mouths from that unanſwerable Objection as to our 1 
that their Families are as well govern'd as our wn. It i 
the Apoſtle's Argument, That if we know not bow to rb 
our own Honſe, how ſhall we take. Care of the Church of God 
If we be notoriouſly remiſs in the Religious Government d 
our immediate Dependants, what can be expected from us 
towards ſuch as cannot ſo eaſily be ap _ d to; where 
greater Compaſs of Thought, and much more Labour i 
requir 'd? How unfit muſt that Man be to guide a nume- 
rous Flock well, who is careleſs of thoſe fo. Wha. are con- 
ſtantly under his 1 

FROM your Habitations, you are next to lock into 
your reſpective Pariſhes, and extend your. Care to all that 
are committed to your Charge. And here, a  Clergyman 
has uſually a large Field for exerciſing himſelf in; a Pro 
vince which. will require. great Prudence, ch Bene 

and a very watchful Conduct. 
HERE he will. find a Mixture of Jae ch Religion 
* both which are to be ſo manag d, as to give n 
Juſt ek or occaſion of e ge hes. 4 


rs 


As ended wigreande Th hing boueſt in this * of 

| ll Men, for the comfortable Subſiſtance of him{eli and 
Family, ſo no good Man will be offended at him, lor do- 
ing his Duty in that Point. Whatever 18 his Rig by 
Law, he may demand, as well as any of the Laity may 
theirs He has as good a Title to the legal Reward of 
his Labour, as ather Men bare to their Ellates, and the 


1. Product of their Induſtry. 

of WHERE legal Rights are wha "i the Miniſter, 
cir Wi the Law has afforded him a Remedy; and when his Pro- 
re perty is invaded, and all gentle and peaceable Methods 
ü cannot prevail to ſecure it, no Man, who regards the 


common | Rule of doing as he around he done to, will blame 
him, if he de&ks for Juſtisge. His own honeſt Intereſt, 
and the Debt he owes to this Sueceſſor, will undaubtedly 
clear kim in paint of Conſcicnæe, in the ſight af Gon, 
and of all aged . 3 he is ——— to 
do ſo. | 

Bur then, as orbit Pimidan far the Su mann off the 
Clergy, is made om Purpoſe: that they may better attend 
the Buſineſs of their Gente Fandion,-dhoy are ablig d to 
mn diſcharge their ſpiritual Office with all Fidel tawards 


that their e They owe to them all Goodwill, and af- 
man iectionate Charity. Whatever their 3 Needs: are, 
Pro their Duty is to ſupply them. The vifiting the Sick, the 


relieving the Poor, chere there is Ability. to do it, (and 1 
wiſh every Clergyman's Circumſtances coud allow it, 
and recommending their diſtreſſed State tothe Compaſ- 2 
lan of ne 7 e eee _ 


PE 10 1 3 
muſt in ſtrudi the Alen un, comfort the feblemindel, And 
ſupport the weak. 

AnD here I would earneſtly recommend, and do par- 
ticularly require, that you do, as near as you can, conform 
to the Rule of Catechiſing the Children and Youth of 
your Pariſhes, Your e Addreſſes to them, and re. 
quiring an Account from them, of the Principles and 
Duties of Chriſtianity, will be of the - Service to 
Religion. 

Ir you do not preſentiy find the Fruit of your Pali 
in this way, you muſt not be diſcourag'd. Profit doth 
not alway follow the firſt Labour; but Patience and Perſe- 
verance in well-doing commonly” produce the deſird 
Effect. This way of Application to the Voung and Igno- 
rant, is the moſt likely Means to prevent the ſpreading of 
Infidelity and groſs Errors, too prevalent in theſe Days; 
and to keep the Unity of the Spirit in the bond of Feact, 
among your People, as much as poſlible. 
I there are Proteflants of different Denomination i 
your Pariſhes, (as is the Caſe of many, and is an Unhap- 
pineſs never to be too much lamented, your Duty, no 
doubt, is to diſtinguiſh between thoſe inks make a peace- 
able and conſcientious Uſe of the Liberty which the Law 
very juſtly allows them, and ſuch as do not; and to be- 
have reſpectively towards them. There will be different 
Judgments, while there are Men in the World; but that 
Difference doth not naturally, and therefore ſhould not b 
ſuffer d to draw after it an alienation of Affection, nor dif 
ſolve the Bonds of Charity. Beſides, it is great Pity, that 
the unhappy Diviſions among Proteſtants ſhould be usd 

| NC- 


"Ty 11 % ©» 
to deſtroy” Proteſtantiſm it ſelf. This wou'd; indeed, be 
grateful to the common Enemies, but not to the Friends 
of the Reformation: Theſe (I am perſuaded) will ſay, 
My Sowl ! come not thou - into their Council; mine Honour, be 
not thou united with them. _ att 

As to thoſe whoſe Principles lead Pas to ede a 
Foreign Power, to corrupt our holy Religion, and remove 
that ſtrong Barrier for the Preſervation of all that's dear to 
us; I mean, the preſent Royal Family, and the Succeſſion of 
Proteſtant Princes, you can never carry too watchful an 
Eye over them, nor guard too mich E N n A 


and pernicious Deſigns. 


| <> Fry — - 2 


7 hat is within the following Crotchets, was . 18 at. ach 
ap Places in Lancaſhire as abound with Papiſts. 


[AND here I would note, what by long Obſervation I 
have found to be a great Means of advancing. the Popiſh | 
Intereſt, and , conſequently of dangerous Effect, both to 
our Church and State: I mean, Proteſtants marrying with 
Papiſts. Many Families of Diſtinction have been laſt this 
way, and, I doubt, but few gain d. And I am certain. 
of it, that great Miſchief has been done among the low 
Ranks of People by it. By this, the Romiſb Emiſſaries have 
found Acceſs to Families; = by their known Art of miſ- 
repreſenting both their own, and our Religion, have per- 
verted unſtable and injudicious Minds. 

To this I would add another Evil. of Uke e 
t be (.) Schools taught by Papiſts, both Men and Women, 

Enn ſeveral Places. This is ſo bare-fac'd. an Affront to, our 

Laws, and to all Authority, as well as of the moſt dange- 


B 2 1 tous 


[rn] 
rous Conſequence to the Publick, tliat I hope it will not 
be ſuffer d to paſs in any Pariſh, without the Endeavour of 
the Miniſter, and Pariſh Officers, to ſuppreſs it] 
Tu next Thing I wou'd take Norive of, is Four 
me in the publick Adminiſtrations Religion. It 
& your Part to cal on the People committed to your 
Charge, to attend at all ſtated Times and Seaſons for pub. 
lick Worſſipz to be diligent Hearers of the Word of Gon, 
read and preavh'd; and to make it their Buſineſs, as much 
at leaſt, to mind the way to God's Houſe on his Day, 
as to purbue their ſecular Affairs at other Times. 
Ab the way to this End is, chat the Clergy ſhew thei 
People, that they them them elves are ſerious and devout in al 
the publick Acts of their miniſterial Office. 
IEE repreſenting this Duty in all the Particulars of i, 
would take up here Time than we have now before us; 
and therefore, as 1 will preine that every Clergyman i 
careful to give no Scandal, by a Perfunctory Uſe of any of 
the "Ofices of Religion, I will only ſay, that next to the 
good Lives of the Clergy, nothing will more effectually re- 
Himend Rekgion to their People, than their reading the 
Holy Scriptures diſtinctly; preaching plainly and practical 
Iy ; ufing aj Liturgy to, as the Congregation may ſee, 
that they do not only read, but pray alſo; and that the 
Heart of the Miniſter is affected with what he does: That 
the Sacraments be adminiſtred in a ſolemn and devout 
Matmer; and all the private Offices of che Church be 
nd wich that fime Spirit of Piety, which plainly run 
_— mu Ts; and with that m—_— 
. a whi 


T8) 
which becomes thoſe who are to diſpenſe them on all * 
per Occaſions to their People. | 

Wu ar is moſt certainly another Matter of your Care 
for the doing much Good, is to. endeavour to preſerve a 
Succeſſion of faithful and diligent Perſons 1 in the Wark of 
the Miniſtry. 

Taz Prophets before us are dead; 5 and we are no better 
than our Fathers, to whom we muſt be gather d in a little 


thereto is requir d by our Eſtabliſhment; the Clergy, who, 
above all others, are concern'd in that Affair, ou 4 "ih all 


Diligence, that the Sacred yment be continued in 
ſuch Hands, as will conſcientiouſſy promote the Ends of it. 


And this they may do effectually, wou d they reſolve to de 
their Duty. For 
No one can receive Orders among us without a 1 


wonial of this good Life under the Hands of the Clergy 


tion, the Door wou'd be ſhut againft all unqualified Perſons. 
icious Men wou'd not come under the H Hands of the Bi- 
hop, 1 did not firſt come to him n Cha- 


That Waters. 

rout M I CAN NO Idee this Matter Alen giving particular 
| be Wiotice, —— — . man has 
runs H nowingly, or careleſſy, ſign da Teſtimony for Holy Orders, 
ion, Mentrary to the Law provided on that Occaſion, I {hall 


Pe no Credit to his Veracity on any Account; and look 
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ume. And as a Miſſion of Labourers into Chriſt's Vine» 
yard is directed in the Word of God, and conformably | 


Their Buſineſs is to take care, that no unworthy Perſon, no 
immoral Man, be admitted into the Miniſtry of the Church: 


and were Hands given to that Purpoſe with a religious — 5 


1 


on him to have no true Concern for the Intereſt of Religion 


in general, nor for the Honour and Proſperity of the Church of 
of England in particular, This is a Practice which carries ef 
ſo much Malignity in it, that it cannot be too carefully Will der 
withſtood ; becauſe it poiſons the very Fountain, and di- WM ny, 
_ realy ant n Irreligion into that Order, which i 18 s deſignd mu 
to be the greateſt Obſtruction to it. 1 
Iuxxx is another thing which will be of great Service to Ppir 
the private and publick Good of all Men among us, if n- ing, 
ligiouſly perform'd by the Clergy; I mean, our Duty to chan 
the higher Fowers G 0D has ſet over us. exec 
F w1LL not enter on any Diſquiſition of 4 juſt and b. 0 
gal Right the Government under which we live has to our T 
Obedience, nor how far that Obedience extends: It s tine 
enough, that the Succeſſion to the Crown of this Kingdon ſk ſpec 
was ſettled by the Legiflative Authority agreeable to our hic 
Laws before, and has been confirmed by the ſame Authori- Weave 
ty; that His MajzsTy 1s in that Succeſſion; that He go-Wil I: 
verns by the known Laws of this Land; that we enjoy al y of 
defirable Bleſſings by His Providence, fitting every Man ur Neſſon 
der bis own Vine, and under his mn Fig-tree, without fear. Napiſt 
Ix is known to all, who will know it, that theſe Nationskmiti, 
are in a flouriſhing State, that our Religious Rights are fate, MWheir ! 
ard our happy Conſtitution is guarded by the watchhi ircur 
Care of Our PRINCE againſt all . Ives 2 
Bor I cannot but remark, that notwithſtanding all te By: 
Happineſs we have under the preſent Government, and th on to 
Proſpect of its Continuance by a aumerous Royal Iſſue, thereWou'd 
are too many who would diſcompoſe our Tranquility, ano Blem 
are e endeay ouring to weaken our Security, in fayour of on Con 


122 


feſſedly of that Religion, it wou'd not be matter of won- 
der, becauſe that wou'd be to act confiſtently : But if ma- 
sy, if any of them, call themſelves Proteſtants, it is, it 
muſt be, an amazing Conſideration. 

Do ſuch Men know, or believe any thing of che true 
Piri of Popery? Does not that conſiſt of Deceit and Ly- 
ing, of Wrath and Cruelty, and breathing nothing leſs 
than Deſtruction to all Oppoſers; and never yet fail d to 
xecute its barbarous Intentions, but when Power, and a 
ſcaſonable Juncture, were wanting to effect them? 

THs is that Spirit which muſt govern every Popiſh 
prince; and what Safety any ſincere Proteſtants can expect, 
| hecially 1 the fincere A thay of the Church of Eng 5 
rhich is as oppoſite to Popery as Light 1 is to — 
ave to their ſerious Thoughts. 

Ir Go, for our Sins, and eſpecially fs our Inſenſibili- 
y of the invaluable Mercies we enjoy by the Froteſtant Suc- 
12 to the Throne of theſe Kingdoms, ſhou'd ſuffer a 
/apiſt to reign over us, I make no doubt of all direful Ca- 
amities flowing in upon us; nor any more doubt even of 
heir Repentance, who ſhow d contribute to thoſe miſerable 
rcumſtances, if any Love for the Reformation, or for the 
ves and Liberty of Mankind, remain'd in them. 
Bur Gop forbid, there ſhou'd be the leaſt juſt Occa- 
on to ſuſpect ſuch Inclination in any of the Clergy. This 
oud be the greateſt Reproach to their Order, and too juſt 
Blemiſh to their Character. This wou d expoſe Religion 
Contempt, and render all the Bands of Society precari- 
For if they, who are ſet to be the Guardians of Re- 


4 ligion, 


— 


of th Popiſh Religion. Indeed, if tholk were Men pro- — 


$ ** eien, * . of * and Integrity, ard to be "Fu 


to CE who are Min 
I Ifay, ſhou d be found to trifle with Oaths, to be dealing 
with Jeſuitical Evaſions, and falling in with Meaſures de- 
ſtructive of the Deſign of ſuch * what Stop can be 


Scbray is, That we, on all proper Occaſion, declare o 


he a Diflike to thoſe, Who bein 
Ties, too ä chat, * 


any, who upen a Principl 
the Government finve the Time of the happy 
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1 
ing Lights to lead others to Obedience for Conſcience ſalʒ Ml 0 
iſtero of Go p for good to them; if they 


put to all manner of eee and to any Miſhich, with 
many both to our religious and civil Rights? +. 
Tux way to prevent, or remove the leaſt Jealouſy onthi 


Senſe of the Obligation of the Oaths we have taken to main 
taim the Prote ſtaut Suceeſſpon 5. and the great Reaſon. an 
Equity. on which ſuch Oaths are founded: That we approie 
thoſe. Perſons who conſcienciouſly keep their Oaths; and 
g ke the ſame ſacm 

/ ae not inſtuenc d if 0 
them. 


IrREELY own, 1 ne never "bad: A lend e | 

rinciple of Gonſcience cou'd not owt 
Rewolution, 
they liv'd peaceably, and in all other Reſpects behav d lk 
good Men. But how any cou d ſwear to Lag W1LL1A 
or; Queen ANxz, and yet not own his Late or r Ereſon Mi 
JESTY's Titles 3 or having own'd' them, can ſtill mainta 
Principles, and act as if they never had; I know not; a 
as freely own, am at a loſs how to offer the Jeaſt Excuſe 
them. I enly add, That as the fifty-fafth-Canon. cnyo 


— ver alf rj do p iblic — Groom wn His, — Sq 


£1491. 
your fincere Conformity in that Point. 


thought proper to fay foriethi to you, in order to carry 
on the Intereſt of our holy Religion, and the common Wel- 


fare of our People, as well as Our own. 


bonds On them that can be imagindd, to ye them down to 
their Duty in thoſe, and all Reſpects, which have 4 Ten- 
dency to promote Virtue, and the 'publick Good All the 
Lies indeed common to all Met, and thoſe Pech iar to 


<4 $$? 


themſelves, are upon mem. . 
As they are Men, they owe Goodwill to al Metis Hap- 
es: For, er conſiders Himſelf as a rational Part of 
the Creation, will fin he is oblig d. to c0¹ e ; 
en. P39 brimons Is 07 vine) 
As Men in S6ckety; the Obligation will be Würd fironger. 
Mutual Comforts are: the very Intenit of focial Life: and 
when Men forget, or OpPOſe that End, they Become üſelels 
Members, or common Peſts of the Society! ; 3 
Bor the Obligation to do oel is abundantly Nr, when 


enevolence and Benieficence: It B. ſo far from! confini 

our Deſires and Rctions to private Goods that S 

no real private Intereſt can be ſecur d, ing th 

of our Neighbour. How much this ſhow aſe thoſe, 
ſho have devoted themſelves in 4 moſt folemn r. to Ap 


Fox you and I, my Brethren; ate Minifters, . 70200 
Men and 4 Chriſtians: Miniſters of CHRTS T for ce Ge8d of 


„% U—!T - F ww 


E Mens 


1 require a due Olicniice of that Lane, and? doubt not 8. | 


Twzs8,” my Brethren, are thoſe few Heads on which I | 


ANnv 1 hope I need not ſay; that the clergy have all ts 


fult the Goc or 


Chriſtianity is taken into tlie Caſe. This' Rely contigs 


note the Good of other Men, is very obvious.” * « TT 
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Mens Souls. You are ALY We en "yy Am be v 
« bafladors, to teach, to premoniſh, to feed and Provide Jenc' 
« for the LoRDS Family; to ſeek for CRRTSPVs Sheep that rom 
<« are diſpers d abroad, and for his Children ho. are in the [ſuita 
« midſt of this naughty World. me) 
Nok are you only. Chriſtian Miniſters; 25 Minittes of her ( 
4 Reformed Church, the Church of England, which has bound eum 
the Duty of being Loog. themſeloes, and of doing good to inlet 
others, on all its Clergy. Ihe Queſtions that are put, and 1 
the Anſwers given at Ordination, (which I truſt you oft re. * 
flect upon) are a ee of, cher, Intention, to thi Cour 
Purpoſe. 8 hat 
3 gen does: not only require . Claes, to _ n 
reformed Doctrine, but to lead holy and reformed Lire; WM" | 
and by their Examples to 1 Virtue, Piety and good 
Charity to all around them. That you will be diligent belt 
<« to frame and faſhion your own 3 and your Families, MN 
*' according to. the Doctrine of CHRIST, and to make katie 
both yourlelyes:: and them, as much as i in you lieth; hol mls, 
tc ſome Examples. and Patterns to the F lock of. Cyuarsn,'s oth 
< the Vow made to G 0D, in the Face of the World, q Uctre 
ce your Admiſſion into the Frie ſthood of... our. Church”, „ Ae! 
Declaration, that, is, (with others of like Imp ortance). * one 
may well make every Clergyman tremble, WhO dares wil- be h. 
Fully 1 violate any Inſtance of Religion. fur! 
ISEALI. only add under this Head, That che Dogtine 


of x no Church in the World is more a Doctrine according u 


Godlineſs, , than that of ours is; nor are any of the Clerical 
Order in any Church more ſtrictly obliged to an exemplary 
Ren, than thoſe 5 ours; And let me ay, It will 

be 


on 


ee 


be very unbecoming any of them, to boaſt of the Excel- 
lency of their Mother the Church of England, if they depart 
from her Injunctions, and bring Reproach on her by an un- 
ſuitable Conduct. The religious Deportment of her Cler- 


gument to ſupport her Eſtabliſhment will be but weak, 
unleſs the Controverſy be brought down into Practice. 
'Tis very true, there will be ſome ready to cenſure us, 
we walk never ſo eircumſpecily. Tho we act with Can» 


that the Mini ſtry be not blamed ; yet unleſs we 1 the peeviſh 
lumours of ſome, fall in with the Schemes of - — 1 and 
do, even what is not in our, Power to do, if we will be 
good Men; all our Integrity, all our ken n aur pely 
delt Works will be miſre preſented. + 4,4 

WHEN -the Caſe is really dog/1t a roipbirg: Faith and 
Patience 3 and in that Fatience I truſt we : ſhall poſſeſs! our 
mls. We muſt. prefer the Teſtimony of our Conſcience 
o the Applauſe = all the World ; — what Obloquy and 
Vetraction we meet with, in doing our Duty, will ſtamp 


bur Ro © baſs in his Rewards. AchigEt 


Hav ING delivered what I mm to you my 
rel hren of the Clergy, 1 would ada a ii to e m 
ret hren 7 theedaniate h et dn in april va 


loy will do her more Service, than the ſtron geſt Detence of 
her Conſtitution will without it; and the very beſt Ar- 


dour and Good-will to All, and give no juſt Offence, 


he Image of our. great L o RD upon us; and the more 
onformable we are to him in our Actions nd Sufferings, 
he higher we ſhall riſe in his Favour, an "_ oe Ou 


03 >: 


Tae! 


TR ſeveral Offices of the Clergy, and all their Wot, 


and Labour of Love, is for your Sake. You are " 
Object of our Care; to you it is that we are ſent in te N 
Name of Go p: and though we muſt not account to hin v 
for your Behaviour, yet for our Conduct towards you we 
certainly muſt. | th 
IT is God's mireiful/ Intent that we ſhould all be þ: 
happy; and happy it. will be for us your Paſtors, if e T 
faithfully propoſ the Terms of divine Mercy to you: . 
and happy for you, if you accept de Terms, and 
endeavour to fulfil them. 10 
Vo v are obliged to hear the Ward: of Gn bm ou 
W and as we muſt draw all our Doctrines and H cc: 
hortations from the Scripture, ſo vou are to ſearch 1 hai 
Scriptures: whether thoſe'things are ſo. Me hade not Donininf till 
over your Faith; we have no Authority to teach any Thin par 
neceſſary to Salvation, but what the Seripture makes 1 no 
and while we thus teach, you are to hear and obey i are 
and if we depart from that We, N are to Beurer, 13 
15 us, but nuto God. mit 
Ax as 1 debt not ve, all the 3 labour in i the) 
Word ant Doctrine for you, ſo I truſt you will endeavouf Fan 
by the help of God that their Iabour be not in vain. Not 
they rightly divide the Word of Truth, and break that B 8 


of Life faithfully to you, and euemplily the ſaving Trutißß ever 
they teach in their own Lives, but you will not bela pee 
nor admit them to. work upon you, you muſt anſwer their 
your: Infidelity, and Irreligion: hour Blood maſt be on end 

ewn Heads, but they will deliver their 088 Souls. 0 Paſs 


Al 


AL that] — farther alla, is with regard to the 
Duty of thoſe Officers who are appointed to aſſiſt the 
Miniſters of every Pariſh in doing Good: I mean Church- 
wardens and Chapel-wardens. * 

TEHESE Officers are by our Conſtitution plas 4 Between 
the Miniſter and the People in their ſeveral Diſtricts, and 
have a Duty incumbent on them in reſpect to both. 
The Articles of Enquiry which are put into your Hands, 
ſhew what you have to do; and-your faithful and impar- 
tal Anſwer to thoſe Enquiries is expected, on pain of vio- 

1 that ſolemn Oath of Office which „ 

BE SID ES the Care of the Fabrick, and providing de- 
cent Things for the Worſhip of Go», your Buſineſs is to 
have an Eye on the Behaviour of all Perſons in your Pa- 
iſhes, or Chapelries. The Conduct of the Miniſter is 
part of your Province; and wherever the Clergy are Im- 
moral, of Irregular in their Life (which Go p forbid, ) Abi 
are by your Oath to take Notice of it in a proper Way. 

TER Converſation of the Pariſhioners is hkewiſe com- 
mitted: to your Inſpection. All impudent Sinners, and 
they whoſe Crimes are not fo notorious, but by credible 
Fame and Th ROE to be real, fall under 708 
Notice. ale 
8c Care do our Laws Alte for che well-governing of 
every Pariſh in ths Eccleſiaſtical Way; and where the re- 
bective Miniſters and Officers conff iche diſcharge 
their Duty, there will be a viſible Advantage to Religion, 
and Virtue; and Immorality and a will not 
paſs without ſome Shame- and Puniſhment. - 


Cs 22 7 
Ab wherever the Cler gy, and Pariſh Officers, either 
jointly, or apart, are faithful in preſenting all fuch Of- 


fenders and Offences as fall under their N otice, it will be 


an inexcuſable Crime, if any whoſe Duty it is to proſe- 
cute ſuch honeſt Preſentments, do not impartially proceed 
50 the execution of the Law upon them. 

Ox Thing I will here ſay, That ſo far as any Matter 
of publick Scandal ſhall fall under my Notice, and a Power 
is perſonally veſted in me to Diſcountenace it, my Truſt 


in G op is, that I ſhall not be wanting in my Duty; and 


I do alſo make this Declaration, That when it appearsthat 
auy Officer under me is wilfully Remiſs, or criminally Par- 
tial in the Execution of Juſtice, (which I ſhall be ſorry to 
find) I ſhall entertain the loweſt Opinion of that Man; 


and ſuch Practices ſhall meet with all the Diſcouragemen 


I can give them. 

AND now, my Brethren and Friends, from the Whole 
I would comfort my ſelf, that we ſhall all endeavour by 
the divine Aid, to diſcharge our ſeveral Duties with all Fi. 
delity : That the Clergy will continue to proſecute the 
Ends of their holy and honourable Calling, by ſtudying 
the Peace and Well-being both of Church and State; and 
that their Light will ſo ſoon before Men, that others will ſet 


their good Example, and digen follow their Steps: 


'That every Parochial Officer, who is. oblig'd to help his 
Miniſter to promote Virtue and real Good _ will diſcharge 
a good Conſcience, and make himſelf the bleſſed Inſtru- 
ment of carrying on thoſe Ends which advance the Divine 


Glory, and the common en of Mankind. 


AND 


1 E . 
Ax p I earneſtly pray, That Gop of his abounding 
Mercy, may pour into all our Hearts, a holy Zeal for the 
Honour of his great Name; a Spirit of Wiſdom and un- 
diſſembled Piety, a Spirit of Faith and godly Fear, a Spi- 
fit of Peace and univerſal Love. If we are govern'd b 
this Spirit, (which in Truth is the Spirit of the Goſpel) we 
ſhall ſecure to our ſelves Peace with Gon, and our own 
| Conſcience in this Life, and unſpeakable Joy at that great. 
and ſolemn Viſitation, when the great Shepherd and Biſhop 
of all our Souls ſhall come to Judge the Quick and Dead, 
and we ſhall be made Partakers of a glorious and bleſſed 
Immortality with him. n 


